
Order of Service 
15 September 2024 – 10:15am Worship Service 

Worship Leader – Rev Peter Whitaker 

Director of Music – Dylan Quinlan-Baskett  

 

We are a people 
who follow Jesus. 

His words and actions  
inform our living. 

 

03 9829 0300  
office@toorakuc.org.au 

To protect our community, if you have Covid or flu-like symptoms please wear a mask 

during worship, particularly when singing. Maintaining a distance of 1.5m from others is 

also recommended. 

  
The Return of the Prodigal Son  

 Rembrandt Hrmenszoon van Rijn 1606-1669 



Introit  Adoramus te, Christe Mariano Garau 1952- 

We adore thee, O Christ and we bless thee:  
because by thy holy cross thou hast redeemed the world.   

Welcome  

The Call to Worship 
We have come to seek encouragement in Christ.  
We have come to seek consolation from love.  
We have come to share in the Spirit.  
God receives us with compassion.  
We receive each other with empathy.  
May our joy be complete as we gather together in worship.  

Hymn 491  Father welcomes all his children  

Prayers of Approach  (An extract from Psalm 19) 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives  
wisdom to the simple. 
The statutes of the Lord are right and rejoice the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure and  
gives light to the eyes.  
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; 
the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,  
sweeter also than honey, dripping from the honeycomb.  
(A Prayer—We are ready to listen.) Amen.  

BAPTISM of Olivia Shirley Parkinson 
Do you believe in God?  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lolord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried:  



he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

A Blessing Sung to Olivia  
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you,  
and be gracious unto you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
Your word is a lamp to our feet:  
and a light to our path.  

Reading Ephesians 2: 1-10 Stan Laugher 
You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once 
lived, following the course of this world, following the ruler of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our 
flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 
nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us  even when we 
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so 
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God— not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast.  For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.   



Anthem  With this Water  Fred Gramann 1950- 

With this water begins the journey;  
With this water, forever claimed.  
With this water the Lord now leads you.  
With this water, forever changed.  

With these vows your loved ones name you.  
With these vows your family grows.  
With these vows this congregation,  
Now surrounds you, God’s love to show.  

With this water we celebrate now.  
With this water let us recall 
The baptism of our dear Saviour,  
Who laid down, His life for all.  

Reading Mark 8: 27-38 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 
and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I 
am?”  And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 
and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Messiah.”  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said 
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
Lord, may your word live in us:  
and bear much fruit to your glory.  



Hymn 693 Come as you are: that how I want you 

Sermon Saved by Grace  

Hymn 129  Amazing Grace how sweet the sound  

THE SERVICE OF RESPONSE 

Dedication of Offering and Announcements  

Prayers of the People 

Choir The Call   Gail Randall 1955-  
 Soloist: Lauren Burns  

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life:  
Such a Way, as gives us breth:  
Such a Truth, as ends all strife:  
Such a Life, as killeth death.  
Way, my Truth, my Life, The call.  

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength:  
Such a Light, as shows a feast:  
Such a Feast, as mends in length:  
Such a Strength, as makes his guest.  

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart:  
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part:  
Such a Heart, as joys in love.  
The call.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Hymn 531 Sent forth by God’s blessing 

Benediction  

Postlude  Lied, Op. 31, No. 17  Louis Vierne 1870-1937 
 played by Elizabeth Buttery  

 

 

 







Welcome to Toorak Uniting Church 
Toorak Uniting Church acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and future Traditional 

Custodians and Elders of this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual  
and educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

We welcome all people irrespective of race, religion, political views, gender,  
marital status, sexual orientation, or age. Wherever you are on your faith journey,  

wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to, whatever you believe,  
whatever you do not believe, you are welcome here at Toorak Uniting Church. 

 

Toorak Uniting Church has been a proud member of the Toorak Ecumenical Movement  
since signing the Ecumenical Agreement in 1980. We pray for our partner churches:  

St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, St John’s Anglican Church and the Swedish Church.  

Your offering will be gratefully received via direct credit to 
Account Name: Toorak Church  

BSB: 033086  Account Number: 911892 

 


